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of L'Estrange having been directed to draw up
proposals for the regulation of the Press, that he
was acting in that capacity more than a twelve-
month earlier.   His proposals were, in 1663, printed
in pamphlet   form with the   title,  Considerations
and Proposals in order to the Regulation of the Press,
and were dedicated to the King, and also to the
House of Lords; and they contain much that is
interesting.   He states that hundreds of thousands
of seditious papers had been allowed to go abroad
since the King's return, and that there had been
printed  ten  or  twelve  impressions  of   Farewell
Sermons, to the number of thirty thousand, since
the Act of Uniformity, adding that the very persons
who had the care of the Press (i.e. the Company
of Stationers) had connived at its abuse.   In sup-
port of this statement he pointed out that Pres-
byterian pamphlets were rarely suppressed,   that
rich offenders were passed over, and scarcely any
of those who were caught were ever brought to
justice.   He gives the number of printers then at
work in London as sixty, the number of appren-
tices about a hundred and sixty, besides a large
number of journeymen; and he proposed at once
to reduce the number of printers to twenty, with
a  corresponding   reduction  of   apprentices   and
journeymen.   As this would throw a large number
of men out of work, he further proposed a scheme
for the relief of necessitous and  supernumerary
printers.   He calculated that the twelve impres-